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Commodore’s Corner
I have only lived in Syracuse for a couple of years now,
and I have learned a lot about this city and its
surroundings. First, one of the most active Hobie
Catamaran fleets in the nation is in Syracuse. I am still
amazed by the number of active members that there are in
a location with such a short season. Second, the members
of Fleet 204 are obsessed with sailing and it is rubbing off!
My wonderful husband’s only requirement for a family
vacation is having water to sail his Hobie! Third, no matter
where I go in Syracuse, I meet someone that knows
someone in Fleet 204. The wild and crazy stories must be
true (!) in order to get so much fame in Syracuse!
The last thing that I’ve learned is that Fleet 204 is more
than just a club - it is a tight-knit community. The Outing is
just one thing that exemplifies this tight-knit community. We gather for a holiday vacation together
and enjoy each other’s company. We welcome the new
members with the fleet’s number one lure: Our food (Editor’s
Note: Bacon!). There are never second thoughts about helping
other sailors who need assistance. Beyond sailing we are a
close-knit group of friends that come together for events,
holidays, and to lend a helping hand. This fall, our Hobie and
sailing communities go beyond Syracuse to reach out to our
friends in Buffalo. Many of our fundraising efforts are centered
around what we do best, sailing. During Hobie North American
Championships, we will come together to sail and support our
fellow sailing
comrades.
Orange chocolate
ribbons,
donations, and
raffles are just a
few of the ways
we are raising
funds for the
Burns family. As a club and group of friends we are
actively raising donations for Bob Burns and his
family as he struggles with leukemia. This is just
another example of how Fleet 204 will continue to
welcome new sailors, gather for laughs, sail many
races, and support one another.
Please support our fellow sailor, Bob Burns. If you
have any fundraising ideas, please don’t hesitate to
contact the fleet officers.
Roger out,
Commodore Hondo
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Fleet 204 Meeting Minutes
Sept 10, 2013
Respectfully submitted by Bruce W. Krupke, Secretary
The meeting was called to order by Vice Commodore Dr. Herb James at 8:30 pm
at Borio’s Restaurant. Commodore Straigis was out of town on business. There
were about 25 Fleet members in attendance. VC James welcomed everyone to
the meeting including newbies Jordan and Lydia Brinkley who own a Wave.
They are looking at launching from Therre’s for the remainder of the season.
Secretary’s Report: Secretary Bruce Krupke said the minutes from the August
meeting were posted in the Fleet newsletter. There weren’t any changes; there
was a motion to accept the minutes as written, seconded, carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Dr. Bill Whalen reported our two checking
accounts have good balances. Our financial standing is in very good shape and
can allow the Fleet to look at upgrading or investing in other equipment if
necessary. There was discussion regarding membership dues and what happens
if someone joins at this time of year. It was noted why would someone who wants
to join in September do so if they have to pay again in January. Why not allow
them to join now, especially if they are new and have never been a member
before. There was a motion to allow dues to be paid after the Labor Day outing and
it will include the following year for anyone new to the Fleet. The Brinkley’s happily
paid their dues and it is good for the remainder of 2013 and will include all of 2014. There was a
motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded and carried. VC James welcomed the Brinkley’s
as new members!
Hobie Cat Division 16 Report: Adam Atherton, Chair, said he continues to
work on new regattas for 2014. Buffalo is a question although he is optimistic we
can bring it back for next year. Oswego harbor is also a possibility, they have
inquired. Owasco Lake with the help of Owasco Yacht Club is another option he
is having discussions with. Fleet member Brad
Wilson OYC is interested in hosting a full regatta
when his Commodorship is finished there. Adam
noted there is a park near the Owasco YC called Emerson Park
with a sandy beach and lots of lawn where we might be able to
launch from. He will continue to pursue all options. Good NewsRico Quatrone has found the lost set of flags while cleaning out
his garage! Good job, Rico. Advice from VC James, “Everyone
start cleaning out your garages! You never know what we’ll find!”
The lost flags are now being stored at Caster’s Cat house.
Past Regatta Reports:
 Flying High. Fleet 182, held their annual regatta at
Etobicoke Yacht Club in Toronto last weekend. Tom Korzeniewski took first place on in the
H16 class. Rico Quatrone and Gabe Longo took second. They reported no races on
Saturday due to light wind. On Sunday, they had light air but got in two races. It was difficult,
the wind pulled a giant lefty, making getting to the starting line very hard. Overall, they felt it
was a great regatta and even though there was light wind, it was worth going there. The YC
does a great job with parties and the food is good. It is a nice set up, with good dancing,
music, and the city of Toronto is only 5 minutes away. Some yout crews kept some skipper
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from participating due on time to other things going on. The best saying from the regatta “all
our rowdy friends were there.”
Division 11 hosted the Barnegat Bay regatta on the Jersey
Shore: Billy Jeffers sailed with his daughter Rory. Sally
Slavich sailed with Cliffy. Wally Meyers took first place. Tyler
Meyers took second; scores are up on the website. It wasn’t a
typical strong wind regatta, but overall it went well. Not as
many Fleet members attended this year as in years past.
Owasco YC sailing regatta event. Fleet member Danielle
Podejko reported she liked crewing for the coolest person ever,
Hondo, our Commodore! This was Danielle’s first regatta and
she reported that she missed the course sign on the committee
boat. So she
and Therese
sang a song
(Lambchops, the one that never ends) to
the committee boat because they weren’t
sure where they needed to go on the
course. It was an awesome day. Many
Fleet members attended the one day
event. They ran 3 different courses and
were different from typical Fleet Thursday
races. This prompted a discussion about
whether we should create correct course
cards for our own Fleet races and
committee boat during the winter. There were about 14 boats that participated. Many youths
sailed with their parents; Jeff and Jake Slavich; Gabe and Bob Longo; Robin and Renata
Longo. All did a great job. Jeff and Jake took a bullet, Bruce and Pattie Krupke took two
bullets and won the event. We had snacks, dinner of chicken and biscuits and more with
good stories after the boats were loaded up and the rain started. Thank you, Brad and
Louise Wilson and the entire Owasco YC for a great job. We’ll be back again next year,
hopefully with even more boats and maybe a two day event.
The Fleet 204 Labor Day Outing report: It was a great outing, with good weather, some
storms, lots of participation and great food all weekend long. The game Mexican was dusted
off played along with a Tequila
contest. VC James started a
new sport called Log rolling,
and he won the first one. He
described how he decided to
look at the logs on the shore
that don’t roll. Later at the
evening, with other logs
scattered about, he could
pretend he could be a
professional log roller. He said
that you should picture Charlie
Brown and Lucy with a football.
Herb didn’t have any
competition for the event other than the log. In the end, the log won and ate his shoe. Final
score: Log 1 Herb 0. There was a great Scavenger Hunt, for all the kids. The treasure was
found in the Johnny on the Spot. What is up with candles in them?? All in all the Outing was

3

204 Play – October, 2013 Newsletter
very successful. Thank you to everyone who volunteered for a duty, it makes the whole
process easier and more fun. It was agreed the event should continue into perpetuity.
Future Regattas:
 Division 11 Shore Acres on the Jersey Shore: It will be this weekend, but a show of hands
indicated no Fleet members planned to participate. It was reported it is a lot like Spray
Beach, just on a different shore, on the Bay and is a mainland launch.
 Division 16 CMOR- Canandaigua it will be held Sept. 21/22. This will be the last Division 16
regatta for the year. A show of hands indicated
lots of Fleet members will be going. It was
reported the last race on Sunday they will hold
a mass start. Apparently CMOR used to hold
all starts of all classes of boats together. It
should be interesting to have them all go at
once. There is camping at this event. Loading
boats is somewhat difficult, plan on extra time,
but there is room for everyone. There will be a
slip and slide and more fun. Please keep
reading about the special fund raiser to be held at CMOR to benefit a Fleet member.
 Hobie Cat 16, 18 and 20 North American Championships - will be held in Galveston,
Texas on Oct. 20-25. It looks like 6 teams from the Fleet will be making the trip. There is still
room on one of the trailers if anyone is interested in going the last minute. T-Shirts will be
made for this event. Rico is in charge, for putting something cool on the shirts, watch the
Forum for a posting to order your commemorative T-shirt for this event.
 Div. 11 Rehoboth, Delaware – This will be the last regatta in the Northeast of the season; it
is held on Oct. 5/6. It is a bit of a drive, but is good sailing with really good competition. It is
a very nice area. The regatta is held on a bay, so it is a bit protected from ocean waves and
current. A show of hands indicated a lot of Fleet members are going. Double stacking and
car pooling was encouraged. Watch the Forum for more conversation and info.
 John Lund from Ottawa, Canada is hosting a regatta in June on the river there. We are all
invited to participate. It is a full regatta with all kinds of boats in the event. There used to be
a very active Hobie Cat Fleet there. It was suggested we participate and try to reinvigorate
their Fleet.
 Winter Florida regattas report: There are three regattas to consider participating in. Bruce
Krupke asked if there
was any interest at this
point from Fleet
members, and some
hands went up. It was
noted to participate
needs good advanced
planning to allow for
vacation time to be
scheduled. In past
years there was double
and triple stacking of
boats. The three are: Tradewinds Regatta in the Keys the 3 weekend in January; Port
Charlotte Harbor the first weekend in February; and then Mid-Winter’s East to be held in
the spring somewhere in the south. No location or date has been set yet for this regatta.
Bruce Krupke said he contacted the Port Charlotte group to see if they would be interested in
hosting the MWE, he said they reported back they will meet and discuss it later this fall. If
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you Google the regattas, you’ll find more info. Consider taking a vacation with your family
and sailing down south!
Old Business:

Boat Space for the Winter. Now the sailing
season is ending, people are looking for places to
store boats over the winter. Bruce Krupke reported
his brother told him the Oswego County Fair
Grounds located in Sandy Creek has a lot of room
and does a good job for a reasonable fee. If you
are interested, call the Fairgrounds or Bruce.

The Winner: The committee boat will have to be
pulled out and cleaned up for storing for the winter.
Please help with getting our Fleet equipment and
boat ready for winter. Watch the Forum for more
info.
New Business:
 Boat Space for the Season. A discussion ensued about available space left at Therres for
more boats. It was reported the marina is pretty full and there was discussion about putting a
cat house there next year if the owner will allow it. A committee was formed to approach the
owner to discuss what can be done to allow more sailboats on the property. It was agreed we
need to find a way to store sails there instead of in trailers. By moving out trailers will allow
more space for boats. The committee will be comprised of Adam Atherton, Jordan Brinkley,
Bob Longo and Bruce Krupke.
 Halloween Party. Danielle and Don Podejko are interested in hosting the party. Important,
No shoes, please leave them at the door, and pants are required along with any toga garb.
Nobody wanted do host it with shoes. The date will be Sat. Oct. 26 or Nov. 2 with a 7pm start.
Costumes are mandatory. The Podejkos live off of Lakes Shore Rd. in Cicero, easy to find.
Watch for more info on the Forum.
 Christmas Party: Herb and Sharon James
indicated they will host this traditional party at their
new house on the Lake. Shoes are off at this party
also. No date set yet. Watch the Forum for more
info; all Fleet members are invited, with a guest.
 Bob Burns Fundraiser: VC James reported the
Fleet will volunteer to help raise funds for Fleet
member Bob Burns. Bob has contracted a
threatening disease and is battling it. To assist in
helping Bob and his wife Danielle and son Aiden
with huge operation and medical expenses our
Fleet along with other Division 16 Fleet help will do
what we can to help raise money. The bottom line, we would like to do something for him and
his family. There were many options and ideas discussed. VC James outlined we need to do
as much as possible as quickly as possible. Commodore Therese Straigis provided info to
VC James where she works has a charity foundation for this type of need. She will write up a
request and might be able to get some funds. At CMOR event in Canandaigua there will be
a line on Registration asking for a simple donation. There will be baskets to be raffled off at
the regatta. If you have anything that could be added to a basket, please contact Sharon
James or Bridget Quatrone. There will also be a lottery tree and other fundraising ideas. In
Buffalo, the Grisko family, and close friends of the Burns, have set up a fund that allows for
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any donations to be tax deductible. More info will be made available about how to make a
direct contribution. They are also considering hosting a full fundraiser and Chinese auction.
Again, as the event is planned and finalized, more info will be posted on our Forum, please
keep an eye out. It was reported by Rob Jerry that he has contacted the Hobie Corporation,
who are willing to help out. Rob is talking to them about donating something or at the very
least provide at cost a set of sails for a 16, 18 or 20 main sail, which could be raffled off,
choice of size by the winner. Once he gets the approval, we will create a national raffle off of
this item. Bruce Krupke will have tickets printed, and help with publicity. It was reported
Rich McVeigh will help get the word out as well nationally. The prize will be drawn on Friday,
Oct. 25 at the North American Hobie Championships in Galveston, TX. A motion was made to
fleet put up $500 to help fund the cost of the sails to help get the raffle started. The motion
also included this will be a total donation, not to be reimbursed. There was a second to the
motion, vote unanimously carried. Rob Jerry will help handle getting the effort moving.
Treasurer Whalen said that he will manage the funds and ticket management in NY, once the
Nationals are underway, Rob Jerry will take over the management of the tickets. Please
watch the Forum for more information and purchase a few tickets to help with the effort.
Sharon James passed around a card and asked everyone to sign it. Many members donated
gift cards to be inserted with the card which will be sent to Bob soon. Danielle Podejko made
235 homemade chocolate ribbon chocolate stick suckers. She needs people to sell them.
They were sold after the meeting for a $1 each. Please sell them at work or to friends and
give the money to Treasurer Bill Whalen. VC James thanked everyone for their support of
this great effort to assist the
Burns family; it is truly what our
Fleet is about.
 Madcatter Sponsorship. Sue
Korzeniewski provided a good
example of a thank you letter
for sponsorship support. Bruce
Krupke said he’ll use it as
guide.
 Discount Items. Rob Jerry
brought some overstock items
from Boatworks to the meeting and provided a discount on them. Many members looked
over the inventory and purchased some really great sailing gear at reduced cost. Rob might
bring more at future meetings.
 Nationals Practice Time. Tom Korzeniewski invited members to practice on Tuesdays and
Thursdays for the Nationals. He said we’ll try to get out on the water earlier to get more time.
We would like to continue the chalk talk after the next meeting. If you have suggestions, please let
Commodore Straigis know ASAP. Some topics included winter boat storage techniques; knot
tying; racing tips. There was a motion to adjourn at 9:30pm; VC James thanked everyone for
attending.

6

204 Play – October, 2013 Newsletter

Fleet 204 Ski/board at Labrador Mt
Reprinted from the Fleet Forum

Feel like skiing or boarding this winter?! Join us at Labrador Mountain! I have
spoken with Lab. The guy that I've been dealing with forever is no longer there, so I
am dealing with one of the owners. She has sent me printed fliers that I can
snail mail to anyone that sends me their address. Or you can go to:
http://labradormtn.com/ We need to decide what we are looking for - one night a
week, one day a weekend, etc... then I can see what type of group rate they can do
for us. Passes are for both skier and boarders. Lab is an AWESOME place to ski and
party. There are bands every Saturday night, a great restaurant, and a really fun bar. Any
interested Fleet Members please post to the forum or contact me directly.
Mimi - mimiappel@aol.com - 315-246-2441

Raffle for to WIN a New SAIL!
Help out a fellow Fleet 204 member, Bob Burns who is battling a severe medical condition. Bob,
his wife Danielle and young son Aiden live in Western New York
State. Please help support Bob with his immense medical expenses.
Hobie Cat Fleet 204 is raffling off your choice of either a Hobie 16 or
Hobie 18 custom set of sails.
If you are the winner you can pick from current Hobie Cat sail colors to
design your own set of sails.
All of the money collected from this raffle will be donated to
Bob Burns.
Raffle tickets are only $25 each. To purchase your raffle ticket(s) make a check out to Hobie Cat
Fleet 204 and mail by October 17th to:
Hobie Cat Fleet 204
Dr. Bill Whalen, Treasurer
8254 Honeysuckle Drive
Liverpool, NY 13090
The drawing will be held on Friday, October 25 during the
closing banquet of the North American Continental Hobie
16, 18, 20 Championships in Galveston, TX
You do not need to be present to win. If you are chosen
the winner, you will be notified by a Hobie Cat Fleet 204
representative.
Your help is needed and will be greatly appreciated by our
Fleet and Bob.
Thank you,
Therese Straigis, Commodore
Dr. Herb James, Vice Commodore
Bruce Krupke, Secretary
Dr. Bill Whalen, Treasurer
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Welcome Newbies!
Fleet 204 would like to welcome our latest new sailors!
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Membership Information Form
Address Information
Last Name

Home Phone

Address

Home e-mail

Address
City, State, Zip (Country)

His

Hers

Name

Name

Phone

Phone

e-mail

e-mail

Delivery options: We would prefer to receive the newsletter via:
 US Postal Service

 e-mail (Please double check your e-mail addresses above)

(Send to Donna & Kevin Wilson,the204play@verizon.net, 8442 Transit Lane, Baldwinsville NY 13027, 315-430-6678)

Membership Summary
The membership statuses are: Complimentary, Newsletter, or Regular. Newsletter ($25.00) means
you will be kept up-to-date on the happening within 204 by receiving the newsletter throughout the
year. Regular ($50.00) says you and your immediate family have opted to take advantage of all
that Fleet 204 has to offer, fleet races, newsletters, parties, the Labor Day Outing, etc. Each
February, your membership status reverts to Complimentary until your dues are received. Please
mail your dues (checks only please, payable to Hobie Cat Fleet 204) to us with your membership
information.

Contacts
Commodore: Therese Straigis, surge7598@aol.com, 8482 Grandview Drive, Cicero, NY 13039
Vice Commodore: Herb James,sjames1@twcny.rr.com, 315-256-6314, 6819 Yacht Club Rd., Cicero, NY 13039
Co-Secretary: Bruce and Pattie Krupke, 315-699-6040, 5426 Fortuna Pkwy, Clay, NY 13041.
Treasurer: Bill Whalen, bill204204@yahoo.com, 315-622-0823, 8254 Honeysuckle Dr., Liverpool, NY 13090
Social Director: JoAnn Perkins, Perk77766@aol.com, 315-656-2840, 7591 Kirkville Rd. North., Krkvl, NY 13082
Youth Membership: Trey James, sjames1@twcny.rr.com, 315-446-1143, 6932 Old Quarry Rd., Fvl, NY 13066.
Newsletter & Membership: Theresa (Fluffy) White, h16tlw@yahoo.com, 315-345-4303, 601 DeMong Drive,
Syracuse, NY 13214. and Donna & Kevin Wilson, the204play@verizon.net, 8442 Transit Lane, Baldwinsville, NY
13027, 315-430-6678.
Fleet Website: http://www.fleet204.com/
Where are we: During the sailing season (approximately late April through late August), we can be found on
Thursday evenings, sailing out of the Caster’s residence, 6725 Lakeshore Road, Clay, NY 13041. Preparations
usually start about 5:00pm with white flag at 6:00pm. Launching facilities may be found almost immediately to the
left of the Caster’s at Therre’s boat launch. Take South Bay road to the end, turn left, and you’re there.
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Donna & Kevin Wilson
8442 Transit Lane
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
Address Service Requested

Next meeting is Oct. 8
at 7:30 pm at
Borio’s Restaurant
Lakeshore Road
Cicero, NY
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